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Comments from the Director

“What does SkillsUSA
mean to you?” Have you
really sat down and
answered that question. A
couple of the group leaders
in casual conversation
asked that question of me.
We train our student
officers on the basic boiler
plate answers. “The 60-
second elevator speech”,
etc. I realized very quickly
this was not what the
group leaders wanted to
hear, they wanted my
personal view on

SkillsUSA.

For me SkillsUSA is about
building relationships and
creating opportunities for
individuals to participate
in an activity they may not
otherwise be inclined to do.
It is about helping them

realize their leadership
potential through unique
experiences.

This year’s national theme
SkillsUSA: Champions at
Work—Connecting the
Opportunities
embodies this
concept. As you
begin your local program
look for ways you may be

able to create a unique and  ®

Valley Railroad during SLC 2009

News for you:

www.ohioskillsusa.org

enriching SkillsUSA website takes on a new
experience for your look.
students.

e Champions’ Report
re-launched as our new
update.

Thanks again for all you do
and stayed tuned for

further newsletters. e  Guidelines Books

Sent to all High School
Professional members.

SkillsUSA Store opens today

Today marks the official opening of the new official supply service for
SkillsUSA. Log-on to SkillsUSAStore.org to see new fashion apparel,
accessories and gift items. The site will expand to include all chapter
materials and competition uniforms beginning Sept. 18. Be sure to visit
often as new styles and products will be added frequently. You may also
contact the SkillsUSA Store for custom made logo apparel and gifts for your

local chapter.



http://www.skillsusa.org/about/theme.shtml
http://www.skillsusa.org/about/theme.shtml
http://www.skillsusa.org/about/theme.shtml
http://www.skillsusastore.org/skillsusa/welcome.asp
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Advisor Training Workshop

An important component of the
SkillsUSA state program of work is
providing opportunities for
Professional Development for
Advisors.

On October 22-23, 2009 SkillsUSA
will hold its 3rd Annual Advisors
Training Workshop. New and
returning advisors are invited to
attend this two day session. Deborah
Tripp, Associate Director of Training
for SkillsUSA will join us and update
advisors on new curriculum offerings
and how to integrate the curriculum
into the SkillsUSA Classroom. In

o

Advisors attend Professional Development
session at Hocking College

addition we will provide a variety of
updates on local, regional and state
opportunities and resources that are

Champi ons?d

available as well as best practice
sessions from seasoned advisors. The
conference will be held at the Mohican
State Park Lodge and Conference
Center The cost of the workshop is
$160.00 and includes curriculum
materials and selected meals.

Registration materials are available
on the SkillsUSA Ohio Website under
the Leadership Events Tab.

If you are interested in doing a best
practice session please contact Mike
Cowles

Guidelines Books

Each year we put together a
guidelines book that outlines the
policies and procedures for our
various events. This book is available
as a free download on the SkillsUSA
Ohio website.

As a member benefit this year we
have mailed a printed copy of this
book to every High School
Professional Member from the 2009

school year. If you were a professional
member and you have not received
this book please see your Chapter
Advisor or Administrator. Limited
qualities will be available at the Fall
Training.

SkillsUSA: Champions at Work—

Creating Opportunities

For the College Post-Secondary
Chapters the Guideline Book will be
mailed next week and will be
available at the Fall Leadership
Conference Oct. 9.

Pin and T-Shirt Design Information is
now on the Ohio SkillsUSA website
under Special Activities Tab.

Technical Standards and Competition Handbooks

This year’s competitions will be based
on the 2010 SkillsUSA
Championships Technical
Standards. The standards will be
available in CD format only and will
include the standards as well as last
year’s National Contests Problems
and wall poster. The Standards will
not be available in Hard Copy.

Each chapter that participated in the
2009 State and Regional Competitions

will receive 1 copy of the technical
standards free of charge. We will ship
these out in Early October.

In addition we will again provide the
SkillsUSA Ohio Guidelines Book as a
member benefit for all Professional
Members registered by the Deec. 1
Early-bird Membership. As an
added incentive for those professional
members that meet the Nov. 15
National Early Bird Deadline we will

send a complimentary copy of the
2009 SkillsUSA Ohio Highlight DVD.

2009 SkillsUSA Ohio
Championships

R
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SkillsUSA World Team LOWES GRANTS

The SkillsUSA World Team is
currently in Calgary Canada. While
there is no one from Ohio on the team

this team represents the largest team
SkillsUSA has sent to World Skills.

Follow their progress on the National
Website and visit the
www.everydayrealheroes.org for
information on the team and a cool
video.

Set SkillsUSA World Team

2011 as a goal f(.)r your Lowes sponsors 2009 SkillsUSA
Competitors this year. Ohio Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

Each year Lowe’s provides
grants to local chapters for
Community Service, Chapter
Development and vouchers for
CareerSafe.

Stay tuned in early October to
the national website for these
great resource opportunities
to support your local chapter.

College Fall Conference

Do you know of alumni who have gone  Leadership Conference and Special

on to local Community Colleges who orientation for Community College Membership

want to stay connected to SkillsUSA? Staff and Students. Incentives Plans

Do you know Commu.nity College Hot Topics will include: are available to SkillsUSA

Faculty who may be interested in _ colleges. Champions at

Iéa]ifidpitingl in SkillsUSA at the e Starting a College Chapter Register on the Work—Creating
ollege Level. e Service Learning SkillsUSA Ohio Opportunities.

On October 9, at the Ramada Plaza e CSEP Website under

Hotel in Columbus, Ohio in Leadership

partnership we will hold a special Fall ®  SkillsUSA Competitions Events

High School Fall Leadership Conference Officer Candidate Process

The SkillsUSA High School Fall This year’s conference is again co- In an effort to streamlin.e t},l? Testing

Leadership Conference will be held sponsored by the Ohio Army National Process we have made significant

November 12-13 at the Ohio State Guard who will provide pre- changes.

Fairgrounds and Expo Center. conference activities for schools This fall the Regional Officer

We are excited to welcome back Rhett during the registration time and will Candidate Exam will be done online.

Laubach and his team as they provide assi.st. in the Officer/Delegate Opce your schoollrequest the test, you

Training. will be given log-in and access

our Chapter Leadership Training and

evening keynote address. On Friday we will hold the Regional information. The candidates will need

. . . . . to take the test under a proctors
. . . Elections and offer legislative visit
Voting delegates, Regional Officer : isi i ion i
Can digda tesgan dA dviors will have time and tours of the Statehouse and supfslr\;)llsmn. }?Aogi,i?fg&agip 18
thei t ked traini the new Statehouse museum. avaiiable on the Skills 10
e1r own action-packed training. Website under the Fall Conference

Tab.



http://www.everydayrealheroes.org

skillsUSA Ohio

SkillsUSA Ohio
25 So. Front St. MS 608
Columbus, OH 43215

Phone: 614-466-8782
Fax: 614-644-6756
E-mail:mike.cowles@ode.state.oh.us

SkillsUSA: Champions At Work
Creating Opportunities

We’re on the Web!

www.ohioskillsusa.org

SkillsUSA Ohio is a partnership of
§tudents, teachers and business and
1nd.ustry working together to ensure
Ohio has a Skilled Workforce.

The Ohio Association of SkillsUSA is a
non—pr:ofit Career-Technical Student
Organization serving students in High
School and College Post-Secondary
Career and Techn

in Ohio. We are affiliated nat;j
with SkillsUSA . fonally

ical Training programs
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SkillsUSA Ohio Alumni and Friends

Where are they now? Each year nearly 15,000
students graduate from SkillsUSA Chapters across the
state of Ohio. Some go on to further schooling, others
the military and others join the workforce. The
SkillsUSA Ohio organization was initially founded in
1952 as the Vocational Industrial Clubs of Ohio and
later in 1965 became Ohio VICA or Ohio Association of
Vocational Industrial Clubs of America. In 1999 we
became Ohio SkillsUSA-VICA and in 2004 we officially
became SkillsUSA Ohio.

In 2012 we will celebrate our 60th Anniversary as a
state organization. In preparation for that celebration
we would like to locate and connect with alumni that
have made a difference in business, industry, education,
government and/or the community. In talking with
alumni who have returned over the last two years, they
have wanted to give back to the organization but no one
asked them.

As we prepare to walk down this historical path and
work toward the future, both as educators and industry
partners, our alumni will continue to provide a critical
link to the past while paying forward to the next

generation. I believe there are more champions out there
who if they knew how to, would reconnect with us. T am
asking each chapter to look at your alumni success stories
for someone who may be interested in getting involved and
nominating them to represent your chapter as part of the
60th Anniversary Alumni Taskforce.

The 60th Anniversary Alumni Taskforce will help plan a
special celebration in conjunction with the 2012 SkillsUSA
Ohio Championships April 27-28, 2012 and to help us
strategically plan for future alumni activities.

On November 12, 2009, the Ohio Association of SkillsUSA
would like to publically recognize the nominees for this team
during the Evening Session of the Fall Leadership
Conference.

If you have an nominee who is willing
to serve contact them and then email
their information to:
mike.cowles@ode.state.oh.us



mailto:mike.cowles@ode.state.oh.us
http://www.skillsusa.org/

