
Extemporaneous 
Speaking  

 

Date March 13, 2026 Orientation Time 
8:00 AM 

(CLOSED to instructors) 

Location 

Tri-County Career Center 

15676 OH-691  

Nelsonville, OH 45764 

Contest Time 
Immediately following 

orientation 
(CLOSED contest) 

Scope of 

Contest  

This competition evaluates each competitor’s ability to give a speech on an 
assigned topic with a minimum of advance preparation. A three- to five-minute 
speech will be delivered with a preparation time of five minutes: 
 
● The technical committee will select a speech topic based upon material in the 

SkillsUSA Framework Fundamentals Cards and SkillsUSA Member Handbook. 
All competitors will be assigned the same topic. 

● All competitors will be held in one room prior to their preparation time and 
speech. They will be released after giving their speech.  

● Competitors will enter the preparation room, where they will be given a 
speech topic and will have five minutes to develop and organize the content 
of their speech. 

● During preparation time, competitors may consult reference materials 
supplied in the preparation room and may make notes on 3” x 5” cards for 
use during the speech. Competitors may not take any outlines, notes or 
reference materials into the preparation room. 

● Competitors will then be escorted to the judging room.  
● The speech must be at least three minutes in length but shall not exceed five 

minutes. 
● Penalty: Five points will be deducted for each 30 seconds or fraction 

thereof under three minutes, or for each 30 seconds or fraction thereof 
over five minutes. 

● Time limit: Time will start when the speech begins. The timekeeper will signal 
the speaker at three minutes, four minutes and five minutes. Competitors will 
be permitted to use a watch or clock. 

● Competitors will not mention their name, school, city, or state at any time in 
the presentation room. A five-point penalty will be assessed for each 
occurrence. 
 

Please see judging rubric at the end of the document. 

Testing No 

Eligibility 1 contestant for every 500 paid members 

Clothing Clothing Classification Guide - CLASS A 

Provided by 

Contestant 

• Professional Resume – typed hardcopy 

• Emergency Medical Form (Contestants must have this to compete) 

• Pencil or pen 

• 3”x 5” blank note cards 
 
The following WILL NOT be tolerated and are grounds for disqualification from 
the competition:   



• No smart watches, cellphones and/or other electronic devices in the 
contest area unless specifically stated in this document. These devices 
cannot be used as a calculator.   

• No contact with anyone outside of the contest area once the contest 
begins.   

• No inappropriate communication between contestants such as verbally 
degrading another contestant or informing another contestant of the 
skills/test prior to or during the competition.   

• No cheating on any portion of the contest.   
• The use of AI is strictly prohibited and will result in an automatic 

disqualification of the contestant.  

Contest 
Standards 

 

Contest Skilled Performance 

Standards: 

 

• ES 1.0 - Plan and develop 
an effective presentation  

 

• ES 2.0 - Deliver the 
presentation in a 
professional manner . 

 

• ES 3.0 - Project a 

professional self-image 

through attire and 

grooming.  
 

Aligned ODEW Career Field Technical 

Content Standard Outcomes: 

 

• Outcome 1.1 Employability Skills 
 

• Outcome 1.2 Leadership and 
Communications 

 

• Outcome 1.3 Business Ethics and 
Law 

 

• Outcome 1.5 Global Environment 
 



 


